I    ACCUSE

With regard to the first point, we ought to state that
the telegram reached the French Consul in Alicante
on the soth. It authorised him to evacuate by any
means in his power certain Spanish persons selected
by him, but at the same time It sent to Alicante no
means of carrying out this evacuation, and the
torpedo destroyer El Tigre which should have arrived
on the soth, arrived on the sist at Gandia.

Having stated this, the strange official note passes
at once from the sgth of March to the 5th of April.
The Qjiai D'Orsay was surely aware that since the
30th or 3 ist of March, the date on which it had
received a telegram from the French Consul in
Alicante, a neutral zone had existed which was
permitted by the Italian authorities who occupied
the city.

In spite of repeated appeals of an extremely anxious
kind from the organisation for helping Spain, the
Government then passed twenty-four hours without
doing anything under the pretext that the French
Minister of the Interior had not authorised these four
thousand Spanish Republicans to disembark in
France, even in transit.

These lost twenty-four hours for which the French
Government is responsible might have been decisive
in the Alicante affair. In any case on the Sunday,
Monday and Tuesday, the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs (on which depended, according to the other
ministries, a decision in this matter) gave our
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